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ARDA Tutorial:

Navigating a Data File

After a survey has been conducted, the answers are often entered into a database where they can be
counted, compared and analyzed. The ARDA currently house$@¥euch datasets, collected from
researchers and orgaations from around the world.

For each of the datasets housed on the ARDA, we have constructed frequency tables that show how
individuals responded to the questions asked in the survey. The responses are further broken down by
gender, age, race, and otdemographic and religious variables. Finally, the data are prepared so that
users of the ARDA can download it onto their own personal computers. This tutorial contaimg step

step instructions that will help you navigate these features.

1) Summary

Everydataset housed on the ARDA is preceded by a summary file that describes how and when the
data were collected, and who collected it.

2) Codebook

Each dataset is accompanied by a codebook which lists each of the questions and answers for that
survey.

3) Search

The search feature allows you to search the questions and answers in each dataset for keywords and
phrases.

4) Download
Most of the datasets housed on the ARDA are available for download.
5) Custom Table

This feature allows you to create custom citadmilaions of survey items found in each dataset.
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Summary

1) Go to the ARDA homepagauww.theARDA.com
2) Click on fibData Archive. 0
3) Select a dataset.

T 3 summaryGenrt socir ey 2010 ..+ | - 5
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(.} thearda.com/Archive/Files/Descriptions

Home | About the ARDA | Tools | Question Bank | Contact Us

QUALITY DATA ON RELIGION search the axoa [ NG

Association of Religion Data Archives (Advanced Search)

Data 5 US Congregational _— ; — GIS
e International P b Denominations QuickStats | QuickLists b

General Social Survey 2010 Cross-Section and Panel Combined Data Archive

Data Archive > U.S. Surveys > General Population > National > General Social Surveys > Summary All Files

Summary

The General Social Surveys (GSS) have been conducted by the National Opinion Research Center (NORC) annually
since 1972, except for the years 1979, 1981, and 1992 (a supplement was added in 1992), and biennially beginning in
1994, The GSS are designed to be part of a program of social indicator research, replicating questionnaire items and
wording in order to facilitate time-trend studies. This data file has all cases and variables asked on the 2010 GSS
There are a total of 4,901 cases in the data set but their initial sampling years vary because the GSS now contains
panel cases. Sampling years can be identified with the variable SAMPTYPE.

The 2010 GSS featured special modules on aging, the Internet, shared capitalism, gender reles, intergroup relations,
immigration, meeting spouse, knowledge about and attitudes toward science, religious identity, religious trends,

genetics, veterans, crime and victimization, social networks and group membership, and sexual behavior {continuing
the series started in 1988).

The GSS has switched from a repeating, cross-section design to a combined repeating cross-section and panel-
component design. The 2006 GSS was the base year for the first panel. A sub-sample of 2,000 GSS cases from 2006
was selected for reinterview in 2008 and again in 2010 as part of the GSSs in those years. The 2008 GSS consists of
a new cross-section plus the reinterviews from 2006. The 2010 GSS consists of a new cross-section of 2,044, the
first reinterview wave of the 2,023 2008 panel cases with 1,581 completed cases, and the second and final
reinterview of the 2006 panel with 1,276 completed cases. Altogether, the 2010 GSS had 4,901 cases (2,044 in the
new 2010 panel, 1,581 in the 2008 panel, and 1,276 in the 2006 panel). The 2010 GSS is the first round to fully
implement the new, rolling panel design. In 2012 and later G5Ss, there will likewise be a fresh cross-section (wave
one of a new panel), wave two panel cases from the immediately preceding GSS, and wave three panel cases from
the next earlier GSS.

Search Archive
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Data File

Cases: 4,901

Variables: 1,221

Weight Variable: WTCOMB, WTCOMBNR

Data Collection
Date Collected: 2010

Funded By
National Science Foundation

% Find: life after death & Next 4 Previous & Highlightall || Match case
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a. At the beginning of each summary is an introductory paragraph thatbgisis
information about the survey.

b. Below the introduction are several sections that describe the size of the survey,
when the survey was conducted, who funded the survey, how the questions were
asked, and other information that is useful to researeamersthers who wish to
use the data.
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Codebook

1) Go to the ARDA homepagemw.theARDA.com

2) Click on fAnbData Archive. 0
3) After selecting a data fi
4) Scroll down to \@w the items in the codebook.

/& Codebook | General Social Survey ross- and Panel C:
m = | £] hitp://thearda.com/Archive/Files/Codebooks/GSSI0PAN_CB.asp

e Favorites | 5k [0l Suggested Sites = &) Web Slice Gallery =

(& Codebook | General Secial Survey 2010 Cross-Sec... [T v [ @ v Pagev Ssfetyv Tools~ @+ -
0) Inapplicable 1 0.0 0
1) Strong 1733 35.4
2) Not very strong 1803 36.8
3) Somewhat strong 309 6.3
4) No religion 835 17.0 =
8) Don't know 14 0.3
5) No answer 208 4.2
TOTAL 43501 100.0
[ Analvze results | Add to Question Bank | View Question Bank ]

138) Do you believe there is a life after death? (POSTLIFE)

TOTAL %
1) Yes 3509 71.6
2) No 840 17.1
8) Undecided 546 111
9) No answer 6 0.1
TOTAL 4301 100.0
[ Analvze results | Add to Question Bank | View Question Bank ] d

|

139) About how often do you pray? (PRAY)

TOTAL %
1) Several times a day 1427 29.1
2) Once a day 1441 29.4
3) Several times a week 572 11.7
4) Once a week 274 5.6
5) Less than once a week 541 11.0
6) Never 605 12.3
8) Don't know 24 0.5
9) No answer 17 0.3
TOTAL 4901 100.0

[ Analvze results | Add to Question Bank | View Question Bank ]

140) We are interested in what American Cathalics think about religious matters. Please select the answer from
this card that comes closest to your own personal opinion about the following statement: under certain
conditions, the pope is infallible when he speaks on matters of faith and morals. (POPESPKS)

TOTAL %
0) mnapplicable 3771 76.9

1) Certainly true 220 4.5

€ Internet | Protected Mode: On R v ®100% -

& ®» 0

a. Each item has a number, followed by a survey question and a unique variable name.

b. Below each question is a table showing the number and percentage oftaliereywho
gave each answer.

c. Belowthetableisabluebin mar ke d, AAnal yze results. o T
that shows how the surndya k er s6 responses differed by

characteristics.
d. You can add survey questions to a question bank by clicking on the blue link marked,

AfAdd ®s0i Que Bank. 0 You can view the items
l ink mar ked, AVi ew Question Bank. 0

COPYRIGHTASSOCIATION OF RELIGION DATA ARCRIVES |
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Search

1) After |l ocating a data file, click on the
2) This section allows you to search for questions and answera tithsurvey.

gSearch]General Social Survey and Panel Combi Assoc - Wndmlnmﬂ_Ll_lg
@@ 1? http://thearda.com/Archive/Files/Search/GSSL0PAN_AN.asp

i Favorites | 5% [[J Suggested Sites v & Web Slice Gallery v

= a_ »
(€ Search | General Social Survey 2010 Cross-Section... ) v~ B ~ = @ v Pagev Safetyv Toolsv @~

X Find: | | Previous Next |[F7] Options ~

Home | About the ARDA | Tools | Question Bank | Contact Us
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Association of Religion Data Archives (Advanced Search)

Data : US Congregational e . oo GIS
A '
arehis International Mermbership Denominations QuickStats | QuickLists Mans

General Social Survey 2010 Cross-Section and Panel Combined Data Archive
Al

Data Archive > U.S. Surveys > General Population > National > General Social Survevs > Search

“odebook Search Custom Table
L -~ B - - B

Look for
_) All of the words ' Any of the words ) Exact phrase
© Exact match of all words ) Exact match of any word

® General Social Surve
El

Instructions

Type words or phrases and then click on the Search button

PRESS ROOM™

Copyright © The Association of Religion Data Archives. All Rights Reserved. subscrive: | B B3 3 page: [ SHARE/EMAIL » .|  Related Sites | FAQ

CONGREGATIONAL |
RESOURCE CENTER

€ Intemet | Protected Mode: On ‘a3 v ®100% ~
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a. Type the word or phrase you want to search for in the search field.
b. Click the button that corresponds to the type of search you would like to perform.

c. When youbre ready, click on the orange

COPYRIGHTASSOCIATION OF RELIGION DATA ARCHIVES |
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Download

1) After | ocating a data file, click on the grey
2) This section allows you to download the survey dataset onto your own computer for analysis in
SPSS and other statistical software packages.

a. Before downloading data files from the ARDR¥ebsite, we first ask that users read the
following statements about how the datasets should be used and cited.

b.1f you agree to the above conditions, cl
will be asked to choose a format in which to downltfeeldata. To download the dataset,
select the blue | ink that begins, ACIlIick
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