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ARDA Tutorial:  

Navigating a Data File 

After a survey has been conducted, the answers are often entered into a database where they can be 

counted, compared and analyzed. The ARDA currently houses over 600 such datasets, collected from 

researchers and organizations from around the world. 

For each of the datasets housed on the ARDA, we have constructed frequency tables that show how 

individuals responded to the questions asked in the survey. The responses are further broken down by 

gender, age, race, and other demographic and religious variables. Finally, the data are prepared so that 

users of the ARDA can download it onto their own personal computers. This tutorial contains step-by-

step instructions that will help you navigate these features.  

 

1) Summary 

 

Every dataset housed on the ARDA is preceded by a summary file that describes how and when the 

data were collected, and who collected it. 

 

2) Codebook 

 

Each dataset is accompanied by a codebook which lists each of the questions and answers for that 

survey. 

 

3) Search 

 

The search feature allows you to search the questions and answers in each dataset for keywords and 

phrases. 

 

4) Download 

 

Most of the datasets housed on the ARDA are available for download. 

 

5) Custom Table 

 

This feature allows you to create custom cross-tabulations of survey items found in each dataset.
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Summary 

 

1) Go to the ARDA homepage: www.theARDA.com. 

2) Click on ñData Archive.ò 

3) Select a dataset. 

 

 

a. At the beginning of each summary is an introductory paragraph that gives basic 

information about the survey. 

 

b. Below the introduction are several sections that describe the size of the survey, 

when the survey was conducted, who funded the survey, how the questions were 

asked, and other information that is useful to researchers and others who wish to 

use the data. 

 

 

a 

b 

 

http://www.thearda.com/
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Codebook 

 

1) Go to the ARDA homepage: www.theARDA.com. 

2) Click on ñData Archive.ò 

3) After selecting a data file, click on the grey tab marked, ñCodebook.ò 

4) Scroll down to view the items in the codebook.  

 

 

a. Each item has a number, followed by a survey question and a unique variable name. 

 

b. Below each question is a table showing the number and percentage of survey-takers who 

gave each answer. 

 

c. Below the table is a blue link marked, ñAnalyze results.ò This link will take you to a page 

that shows how the survey-takersô responses differed by gender, age, and other 

characteristics. 

 

d. You can add survey questions to a question bank by clicking on the blue link marked, 

ñAdd to Question Bank.ò You can view the items in your question bank by clicking the 

link marked, ñView Question Bank.ò 

 

a 

d 

b 

c 

http://www.thearda.com/
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Search 

1) After locating a data file, click on the grey tab marked, ñSearch.ò 

2) This section allows you to search for questions and answers within the survey. 

 

 

a. Type the word or phrase you want to search for in the search field. 

 

b. Click the button that corresponds to the type of search you would like to perform. 

 

c. When youôre ready, click on the orange button marked, ñsearch.ò 

 

 

 

 

a c 

b 
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Download 

 

1) After locating a data file, click on the grey tab marked, ñDownload.ò 

2) This section allows you to download the survey dataset onto your own computer for analysis in 

SPSS and other statistical software packages. 

 

 

a. Before downloading data files from the ARDA website, we first ask that users read the 

following statements about how the datasets should be used and cited. 

 

b. If you agree to the above conditions, click ñContinueò to go to the next page. There you 

will be asked to choose a format in which to download the data. To download the dataset, 

select the blue link that begins, ñClick hereéò 

 

 

 

 

a 

b 


