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This guide is designed to help you understand the religious organizations and composition of
people in your neighborhood, community, or any area you select. Using recent data collected by
the U.S. Census, you can generate maps and a report that will help you to learn more about the
area you want to serve.
• What congregations, ministries, religious schools, and faith-related businesses are in your
community?
• What religious groups are present in your community?
• What religious groups are growing and declining in your community?
These are just a few of the many questions that can be explored using this guide and the ARDA’s
Community Profile Builder.

First Steps
Using the ARDA’s Community Profile Builder online tool is easy. The following are step-bystep instructions on how to start gathering quality data on your community:
1. First, go to the following address: http://www.thearda.com/DemographicMap/
2. Enter your U.S. ZIP code, city and state, or complete address in the box at the top of the page
and click “Go.” After clicking “Go,” the map will take you to your community and show you all
of the congregations in the area.
3. Enter the radius (in miles) that you would like the online tool to include. One option is to think
of driving distance. How far do people typically travel to come to your congregation?
4. Click on the map to set the center point for the radius you selected. A dashed circle will appear
showing you the areas from which the tool will draw its data.
5. Finally, click the “Profile” button. Doing so will generate your report for the area you selected.

6. This first page will give you some introductory information about the area you selected. For
more information, see “About Your Profile” at the end of this guide.
7. Investigate religion in your community by clicking on the “Religion” tab!

Religion in Your Community
This first page of religion data provides the following information about religion in your
community.
Local Congregations – What congregations are near your own congregation? What
denominations are they affiliated with? This list of congregations may also include ministries,
religious schools, and faith-based businesses. In applying this information to your congregation,
look for other congregations or ministries with which you may want to collaborate. If you notice
errors in what congregations are listed or their denominational affiliations, please contact
InfoGroup at: contentfeedback@infogroup.com.
Religious Change – What religious groups are present in your county? What groups are growing,
stable, or declining? Want to learn more about a certain religious group? Click on the
denomination, religious tradition, or religious family to learn more.

Exploring Religion in More Depth
Want to learn even more about religion in your community? Find the yellow box under the
“Religion” tab: “click here for additional reports on this county/state/metro area.” You can now
get additional reports for:
• Single counties
• Multiple counties
• Metropolitan and micropolitan areas
• States
• The United States
These reports contain information on the number of congregations and adherents over multiple
decades. Adherents include all full members, their children, and others who regularly attend
services. You can look at data for specific decades and also examine change over decades. To
learn more about a certain religious group, click on the denomination, religious tradition, or
religious family name.

About Your Profile
Geographic Area
On the “Introduction” tab, the dashed circle represents the radius you designated on the previous
page. The map also shows the census block groups (areas of 600-3000 people) that are included
in the report. It is important to realize that any census block group that is touched by the radius
you designate is included, even if the radius only covers a small portion of the total census block
group. The map also provides markers for each congregation on the map. In the text above the
map, you can find the total number of block groups included in the report, the counties from
which these results are drawn, and the total population included in the report. This information is
repeated at the top of the “Religion” tab as well.
Information about the specific congregations in your community is limited to the profile area you
selected. Data on the growth and decline of religious groups in your community is based on the
county-level and includes all of the counties in the profile area you selected.

Data Sources
The information about specific congregations in your community comes from InfoGroup. The
Infogroup database powers the top 5 Internet search engines and more than 90% of in-vehicle
navigation systems in North America. This database provides information on more than 350,000
houses of worship. The data are collected from yellow page directories, telephone verification,
denominational directories, white pages, utility sources, and church websites. The final stage of
the compilation is calling each congregation to verify their information. Infogroup makes
approximately 1.5 million calls per year. The names, locations and denominational affiliation of
congregations shown on the ARDA’s GIS maps and reports are based on data from Infogroup. If
you want to offer additions or corrections, please notify Infogroup at:
contentfeedback@infogroup.com.
The information about the growth and decline of specific religious groups comes from the 2010
U.S. Religion Census, which was collected by the Association of Statisticians of American
Religious Bodies (ASARB) and includes statistics for 236 religious groups, providing
information on the number of their congregations and adherents within each state and county in
the United States. Clifford Grammich, Kirk Hadaway, Richard Houseal, Dale E. Jones, Alexei
Krindatch, Richie Stanley and Richard H. Taylor supervised the collection. For more
information, go to: http://www.thearda.com/RCMS2010/RCMS_Notes.asp.

